Plasma lipids and fatty acid levels in chronically uremic patients undergoing blood purification with different methods.
Levels of plasma lipids and the fatty acid composition of major plasma lipid classes have been determined in chronically uremic patients before and after treatments with hemofiltration, high efficiency paired filtration dialysis, or acetate-free biofiltration. The major findings are a decrease of triglycerides and an increase of total free fatty acids (FFAs) at the end of the dialytic session--already reported in the literature--that do not appear to be strictly dependent on heparin administration. The changes in the plasma concentrations of selected saturated and polyunsaturated fatty acids, which may contribute to alteration of functional parameters in the cardiovascular system in dialyzed patients, are different in the various types of techniques.